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By JOHN WALKER HARRINGTON.
HERE is to be no more any such

thing as profitable loafing. Those
who would invite their souls will have
either 1o work or to fight. Even poels
are in danger of the workhouse. The
philvsophers of the benches in Madison
Bquare may no longer blink at the white
eampanile and listen to Dig Tom strike
the quarter hours of sweetl idleness,

Both the nation and the State are at
the dragnet. The quest of the Common-
wealth of New York for those born tired
began yvesterday, and Uncle Sam will be-
gin some of his most effective seining on
July 1, as one may see by reading the
manifesto of the Provost Murshal-Gen-
v eral. Many a poor fish will find himself
struggling in the meshes of unwilling
usefulness.

The proclamution of Gov. Whitman,
which puts into effect the Robinson law,
is on the lines of similar exceutive orders
in New Jersey and Maryland. Its pro-
visions are being earried out in this city
by the Police Depariment under the di-
reetion of Chief Inspector Daly.

The new law sets forth that all male
- eitizens from 18 to 50 must be regularly
employed in an oceupation which is “law-
ful, useful and rocosnized.” The toilepr
must devote himself to said oecupation
for al least thirty-six hours a week. Those
three words, “lawful,” “useful” and “ree-
oguized,” may send all kinds of persons
awny in the mornine with their dinner
pails beeause they eannol make good on
all three io their old occupations,

Some Characters Missing.

It just happens thut some well known
characters who might be affeeted by the

law are no longer with us. There was an
old man in Syraense who nsed to lie for
hours in a bathtub on the pretext that
he wis trving to diseover something use-
ful: but these days he ecriainly would
have to show cause as to why he was not
up and  deing.  Neither would Mr.
Archimedes's Inek of array. when he pro-
elaimed his seientifie disenvery, have been
condoned. e would have been indieted

on wo rounts.

If the sage of Concord were living lo-
day he might have to show that philos-
ophy was a recognized industry. Samuel
Jo'tnson might have to demonstrate that
hia building of a dictionary was an es-
sential ealling. There will he =0 many
delicate points brought up that the At-
torney-Gieneral is preparing an interpre-
tation of the law.

While this is in the works, however,
the police are busying themselves bob-
bing for lounge lizards. None of these
slippery wrigglers will be able to eseape
from their well sanded hands. Whether
they are found in the pink glow of thes
dansants or in the full glare of the Great
White Way, lounge lizards are in penil
of the creel. There is a general scuttling
of daneing saurians.

It was not long ngo that the owner
of a Droadway trottery served notice on
all professional fox trolters and ane
steppers of the masculine gender that he
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Police Dragnet for Idlers Already Out

and Effect of War Legislation
Soon Will Be Felt

was through with them and the best
thing they could do was to enlist. Most
of them did. Right here it should be said
in all justice to the tango trainers that
many of them have gone to the trenches.

The service flag of the largest temple
of Terpsichore in the city has many stars,
It is flung each day to the brecze, weather
permitting. The young lady instructors
between tunes knit mufflers and socks for
the absent ones. Many gnfndl'ulhem were
caught by the dancing eraze, and there
is no reason why some of them should
not turn teachers and introduce the lum-
bago lilt and seiatiea slide.

Gjlded youths wre revesling unsus-
peéted steel in their eomposition. Men of
maturer age, who probably never before
did anvthing like work, are eonfronted
with the problem of showing that they
are engaged in honest toil. The other
day a man of wealth found himself eon-
fronted by a quandary. He had relired
from business with an ample fortune and
had volunteered to assist one of the local
draft boards.

His physician advised him that his
health was failing and that he should
lose no time in taking a two months
vacation. Then came the news that the
State had enacted legislation which
seemed to require him to work. He there-
fore applied to the chairman of the
draft board for permission to go away
for s while. His application is being
held up pending the arrival of the At-
torney-General's opinion.

General Scramble for Work.

It looks very niuch now as though
there would be a general seramble for
offices and desk room by citizens of great
wealth. In order to do their six hours
a day of gruelling labor they will have
to have files and other adjuncts of bus-
iness. They will have to rise betimes and
hurry down town in their automobiles,
which by the way, they may have to
drive themselves.

Brokers of all kinds are likely to in-
crease, for it has long been a practise of
scions of well-to-do families to subsist on
commissions from insurance policies on
property of their relatives or wards. If
they do mot do this they cam probably
find emplovment at Quartermaster’s de-
pots or in doing clerical work on part
time for the Government.

The example made the other day of a
citizen of Baltimore, who, despite his
ample fortune was haled before the court
as an idlery shows what may be expected
in this metropolis. As the sheniffs of all
counties in this State are responsible
for the enforcement of the law, gentle-
men on their country estales engaged in
outdoor sports or indoor amusements may
have explanations to make.

It is expressly stated that persons with
property and income are not exempted
from the provisions of the law.

The police of this city have sweeping
authority under the Robinson law. They
are instructed to proceed against those
who “loiter in idleness in streets, squares,
depots, poolrooms, hotels and saloons.”
At tirst they will give kindly warnings to
those who have not as vet registered them-
selves with the State lubor bureaus and
Federal employment agencies,

Must Show They Have Tried.

All persons not working must demon-
sirate that they have repeatedly tried to
land jobs. It will not be accepted as an
excuse that they have refused opportuni-
ties to lubor because the pay offered was
not large enough, in their opimion. Their
refusal to aceepl does not count if it can
be shown that the wages they might have
had were as large as those commonly
given. Men who are’out of employment
temporarily because of strikes in their
callings are exempt, as are glso appren-
tives and students.

There has always been a large class in
the community with a constitutional aver-
sion to labor. Inspector Daly expeeis to
deal with these sternly, vet reasonably.

“There are many of these feckless
ne'er-do-wells,” said he, “whose failure to
keep at regular work is due to lack of
stamina. They get small sums from their
families or occasionally do odd jobs. This
new law will help them find their place in
the world.

“Some of them may be lacking in
mental force and they will be the better

for a little urging. The police have been
instrueted to deal very quickly with those
who are merely hanging about the ecity
without any intention of being useful.”

. Martin Conboy, dircetor of the draft,
with United States Marshal MeCarthy at
his right hand, will have much to do
when on July 1 there goes into effect the
new rule just promulgated by the Pro-
vost Marshal-General. This order is di-
recled against all men of drafl age who
are not engaged in occupations which
the Government regards as essential. It
is so sweping in its provisions that it
piles mere and more trouble upon the
heads of those who are already sorely
disturbed by the State stalutes.

Authorities in Full Accord.

There is no doubt that the Federal and
the State authorities will work in unison
aguinst the clironic loafer and the pool
room lounger. There will be a steady
interchange of ecaptives. As any persen
who is strong enough to walk to a park
bench and sit up all day may be con-
sidered as well enough to work at some-
thing, the law will make short shrift of
these frequenters of our open air places
of reereation. =

But what of the chauffeur? The law
prescribes thut men of draft age engaged
in domestic service must either work or
fight. The chauffeur who drives a limou-
sine for a private owner might be classi-
fied as a coachman or a footman or as

the other side. -
There is no doubt that the ehauffeur
'hhdﬁﬁn‘.milltnekmry-
ing food or munitions is doing part of
the work of the war, no maiter where he
is. But what is the status of a chauffeur
in the employ of a family who spends
mueh of hLis time waiting for Mr. Kniek-
erbocker or Mrs. Knickerbocker to notify

things by gelting other employment for
part of the day.

Many aatomobile owners have followed
the example of Herbert Hoover, the Food
Administrator, by dispensing with their
private chauffeurs and driving their own
cars. The snappily attired young women
volunteers of our motor corps prove that
drivers for automobiles need not be
lacking.

Elevator Operators Alse.

The law also applies to registranis who
may be operating passenger elevators.
Many young men in this occupation have
already been released for war by the em-
ployment of young women. It is no un-
usual thing to see feminine elevator run-
ners and starters in the downtown sky-
serapers. Many others are already work-
ing in the large apartment houses of the
upper city.

Section B of the new order direets also
that attendants of draft age shall be di-
verted from clubs, hotels, stores, office
buildings and bath houses.

The announcement that eligibles shall
be withdrawn from serving food and
drink in public places, including hotels
and soeial clubs, came like a bombshell
in waiter circles. Many thousands of the
knights of the napkin are doing valiant
-mrl: at the front, but there still remain
many of them in publie dining rooms and
cafes in this eity.

There is n liberal proportion of elderly
men among them now, and there are many
persons of the Group C class whose
minor physical defeets made them better
adapted for the dining room than the
dugout. In some of the table d’hote
restaurants of New York girls and women
serve food because Alphonse and Jean
are now bearded poilus. It is likely also
that many eolored waiters will be brought
from the South, especially men about
draft age.

Valets may be considered as essential
in making great men presentable, buk
there are comparatively few of them now
in personal service. Some of them are
with their masters al the front.

The recent proclamation sends into the
field or the workshop ushers and other
attendants engaged in connection with
games, sports and amusements, exeepling
actual performers in legilimale concerts,

Acter Folk Much Concerned.

As far as the order affeets the serious
industries there is still mueh specunlation.
The representatives of the Govmmt

employed as sales clerks or are engaged
in various forms of elerieal service in
stores and mercantile establishments eomes
up for enforeement there will undoubt-
edly be a wide Iatitude given.

The large depariment stores of New
York have already furnished enormous
quotas for the army. FEven before the
declaration of war they had organized
brigades on their own aceount and had
paid the expenses of military instruetion.
More men are being relensed from the
counter and the stockroom every day,
and their places are iaken by elderly men
or by women. The labor market is such,
however, that it is growing difficult to
find enough women and girls to replace
tbe male eligibles who are constantly be-
ing removed from the callings of peace.

Such is the American spirit, however,
that both the rich and the poor who were
wont to dally by the waysides of life,
once they have seented the fray, will re-
Jjoice in the benison of “something ac-
complished, something done.”

Substitute for Gold

T is said that a serviceable substitute for
gold is obtained by combining ninety-
four parts of copper with six parts of
antimony and adding a little magnesium
carhonate to inerease the weight. It is
sajd that this alloy can be drawn,
wrought and soldered very much like gold,
and that it also receives and retains =
golden polish. It is worth something like
25 cents a, pomd.
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